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Great Falls Tribune Progress 
Edition
RELEASE FEBRUARY 22, 1981
UM ART COLLECTION 
WILL VISIT GREAT FALLS
By William Scott Brown 
Um Publications and Media Relations
MISSOULA—
Few people, even at the University of Montana, realize that UM has 
extensive holdings of original art. Because of a lack of permanent gallery 
space,many fine, original paintings, sculptures and photographs must be 
held in storage.
As a partial remedy to this unfortunate situation, an exhibit of one 
of the University's most interesting art collections will be displayed in 
Great Falls as part of a statewide tour that will take it to eight cities.
The traveling exhibit, made possible by grants from the Montana Arts 
Council, the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Montana Art 
Gallery Directors' Association, will feature prints, produced in the 1930s 
and 40s under the sponsorship of the Works Progress Administration.
For the entire month of April, residents of Great Falls will be able 
to view this print collection at Paris Gibson Square, 1400 1st Avenue North.
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Most of the prints in the exhibit deal with subjects typical of the 
concerns of the Depression era: throngs of people in welfare lines, on
public transportation, in parks and squares; tennement settings; and scenes 
typifying industrialization. However, work done under the WPA auspices was 
not restricted to such themes, and UM's exhibit incorporates considerable 
variety.
Although the art of this era has since been criticized by partisans 
of abstract and other non-realist art, it represents one of the first 
serious attempts to free the visual arts in the United States from 
domination by European techniques, styles and concerns.
At its best WPA art looked to the roots of American cultural identity 
and often succeeded in bridging the abyss that typically separates the 
public from the world of art.
The School of Fine Arts and the Department of Art at the University of 
Montana take great pride in bringing this collection out of the closet and 
into the cities where it can be enjoyed by the people of Montana.
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